Tisbury Parish Council – Minutes of Interim Meeting
Tuesday 16th April 2013 in the Elizabeth Hall, Tisbury at 6:30pm

DRAFT

13.04.27

Present: P.Cnllrs P. Duffy (Chairman), D. Carroll (Vice-Chairman), J. Berkley-Matthews (RFO),
Mrs J. Amos, T.J. Barnes, Mrs P. Chave, P. Coopman, Miss F. Corp, A. Griffin, M. McGrath – 10.
Also in attendance: Mrs S. Harry (Clerk).
Apologies received and accepted – WCnllr T. Deane.

13.04.28

a.

Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and Non-pecuniary interests already
declared in the Register of Interests – none.

b. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and Non-pecuniary interests not already
declared in the Register of Interests - none.
13.04.29

Public Participation and Presentations: n/a.

PLANNING MATTERS
13.04.30
To consider a response, due by Friday 23rd May, to the Wiltshire Council consultation
‘Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2026’
P.Cnllrs agreed that the most startling statistic was illustrated in table 5.7 (para.
4.44), i.e. that Tisbury, at 1%, is the most deprived area in terms of accessibility to
buses; this statistic formed the basis of the remaining discussion and the following
points were subsequently made.
1. Tisbury Railway Station would be an ideal hub for the community area, but is lacking
in any co-ordinated integration with a bus service. This is considered to be a threat to
the economic viability of Tisbury’s High Street that relies on visitors. Facilities,
including tourist information and toilets, should be available at the railway station at
all times during the timetabled service.
2. Targeted bus services using smaller vehicles to provide a flexible, peak-time demand
led service would be of great benefit. Tisbury and the surrounding villages make great
use of TISBUS and the Link Scheme, but these are run by volunteers (with a few paid
drivers) and currently operate at capacity; Wiltshire Council should consider
subsidising such existing services rather than creating new additional services.
Note – the estimated cost of providing an extra TISBUS per annum is put at £40,000.
3. Due to the lack of bus services, the elderly are particularly dis-advantaged as bus
passes are not useable; a form of train ticket subsidy (that would allow access to
Salisbury and Gillingham) would be more beneficial and should be actively considered
by Wiltshire Council as an alternative to a bus pass for those that wish to make better
use of the local train network.
4. Shaftesbury, being the largest near town, cannot be reached for return journeys in
any time period of less than a day.
The above is just one example of a specific bus timetabling issue, but there are
further examples, such as:

Children from Tisbury attending Shaftesbury School are
severely disadvantaged in terms of after school activities and rely heavily on
parents for transport due to the lack of bus services at appropriate times,
with the consequent increase in car journeys.

Better co-ordinated bus/train services should be
considered, a prime example being that no bus runs directly between Salisbury
Railway Station and Salisbury District Hospital; a walk is required – not ideal
for those that are not well. It should be noted that a high percentage of the



journeys undertaken by TISBUS and the Link Scheme are related to trips to
the hospital. A short detour by the Bemerton Heath bus service would be most
welcome!
Tisbury and area residents cannot travel on the last train
from Waterloo unless arrangements have been made for a taxi, pick up by
family/friend, parked car at Salisbury, as this train doesn’t stop at Tisbury and
there is no bus service at that time.

5. The road infrastructure is not considered adequate in terms of suitability for the
large buses that transport School children, or maintenance, that does affect the safe
travel of 2 wheeled transport, whether powered or not.
6. The Wheels to Work Scheme does provide some mobility in the area, especially for
younger working individuals, but is limited by distances between the villages in the area
and the larger towns.
7. Co-ordination with the AONB Visitor Economy project should be encouraged by all
transport groups.
8. Improving the broadband provision in the Tisbury community area would reduce
overall demand on the current transport services where available – enabling some more
effective home working, shopping etc.
9. Wiltshire Council should consider restoring the subsidy to the Air Ambulance
service as this is an essential feature of rural life.
P.Cnllrs resolved to submit the above points in response to the consultation.
Proposed DC / seconded JBM / unanimous
OTHER MATTERS
13.04.31

Chairman’s note:
The Chairman wished the minutes to record thanks to current P.Cnllrs David Boxall and
Peter Coopman for the huge amount of work that they had undertaken on behalf of the
parish council on an entirely voluntary basis, as neither was standing for re-election.

13.04.32

Date and time of next meetings
Plus planning/consultation meetings as advised.
AGM – Tuesday 14th May 2013 @7pm;
Full meeting - Tuesday 14th May 2013 @c.7:45pm;
APM – Tuesday 21st May 2013 @7pm.
There being no other business, the meeting finished at 7.25pm.

